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Udi language 


The Udi language, spoken by the Udi people , is a member of the 
Lezgic branch of the Northeast Caucasian language family It is 
believed an earlier form of it was the main language of Caucasian 
Albania, which stretched from south Dagestan to current day 
Azerbaijan The Old Udi language is also called the Caucasian 
Albanian language ^^^ and possibly corresponds to the "Gargarian" 
language identified by medieval Armenian historians Modem Udi 
is known simply as Udi. 

The language is spoken by about 4,000 people in the Azerbaijani 
village of ^ in Qabala rayon , in Oghuz rayon , as weU as in parts of 
the North Caucasus in Russia. It is also spoken by ethnic Udis living 
in the villages of Debetavan , Bagratashen , Ptghavan, and H aghtanak 
in Tavush Province of northeastern Armenia and in the village of 
Zinobiani (former Oktomberi) in the Kvareh Municipality of the 
Kakheti province of Georgia. 

Udi is endangered ,classified as "severely endangered" by 
UNESCO 's Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger . 
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History 


The Udi language can most appropriately be broken up into five 
historical stages 


Udi 

yflMH Mys, 

udin muz 

Native to 

Azerbaijan, 
Russia, Georgia 

Region 

Azerbaijan 
(Qabala and 
Oguz), Russia 
(North 

Caucasus), 
Georgia 
(Kvareli), and 
Armenia 
(Tavush) 

Ethnicity 

Udi people 

Native speakers 

3.800 in 

Azerbaijan (2009 
census)!^] 

2.800 in Russia 
and Georgia (no 
date); unknown 
number 
Armenia^] 

Language 

Northeast 

family 

Caucasian 

- Lezgic 

- Samur 

■ Eastern 
Samur 

■ Caucasian 
Albanian 
(Aghwan) 

■ Udi 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

udi 

Glottolog 

udiil243 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/udiil2 
43) PI 





































Early Udi 

around 2000 BC - 300 AD 

Old Udi 

300 - 900 

Middle Udi 

900 -1800 

Early Modern Udi 

1800 - 1920 

Modern Udi 

1920 - present 


Soon after the year 700, the Old Udi language had probably ceased to be used for any purpose other than as 
the liturgical language of the Church of Caucasian Albania J^^^ 


Syntax 


Old Udi was an ergative-absolutive language J^^^ 


Morphology 


Udi is agglutinating with a tendency towards being fusional. Udi 
affixes are mostly suffixes or infixes, but there are a few prefixes . Old 
Udi used mostly suffixes.'^^^ Most affixes are restricted to specific 
parts of speech . Some affixes behave as clitics. The word order is 

sov.^i^] 

Udi does not have gender , but has declension classes.'^^^^ Old Udi, 
however, did reflect grammatical gender within anaphoric 
pronouns .^^^^ 



The Old Udi language was spoken in 
an area stretching from Tavush 
province and eastern Artsakh in the 
west to the city of Qabala in the 
east, centered around the province of 
Utik and the city of Partaw (known 
now as Barda).[^^] 


Phonology 


Vowels 


Vowels of Udil^®] 


Front 

Central 

Back 

ii^ (y) 


u U'' 

£ £'' (oe) 

a 

D 3“^ 

(ae) 


a a'' 


Consonants 


























Consonant phonemes of 




Labial 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 



lenis 

fortis 

Nasal 

m 

n 







r 

voiced 

b 

d 




g 



Plosive 

voiceless 

P 

t 




k 

q 



ejective 

P' 

t' 




k' 

q' 



voiced 


dz 







Affricate 

voiceless 


ts 

tT 

tT: 






ejective 


ts' 

tT' 

rj:' 





Fricative 

voiceless 

f 

s 

; 



X 

_1 

h 

voiced 

v 

z 

3 

3 : 


Y 



Trill 



r 






Approximant 


1 



j 





Old Udi, unlike modem Udi, did not have the close-nud front rounded vowel Old Udi contained an 

additional series of palatahzed consonantsJ^^^ 

Alphabet 


The Old Udi language used the Caucasian 
Albanian alphabet. As evidenced by Old Udi 
documents discovered at Saint Catherine's 
Monastery in Egypt dating from the 7th century, 
the Old Udi language used 50 of the 52 letters 
identified by Armenian scholars in later centuries 
as having been used in Udi language texts.'^^®^ 

In the 1930s, there was an attempt by Soviet 
authorities to create an Udi alphabet based on the 
Latin alphabet but its usage ceased after a short 
time. 


A a K n 

B h Kk 

C c : L I 


S » 
T t 

T t 


C Q 

M m 

D d 

N n 

E e 

0 0 

0 3 

e e 

F f • 

p p 

G g 

n n 

01 (M ^ 

Q q 

H h 

Q q 

I i 

R r 

J J / i 

S s 


U a 

) /< V V " ‘ 

: X X r .r 

’ y y ' 

' Ix Z . 

' ^ I '7 J 

V 3 5^; 

b b /7 

r f > / 
It;. 


IV ^ 

‘ V y 

H b 
' Ha ha 
Ho bo 7 ■ ftc- 
Hu hu'T// /'« 
Hb hb/ra /. 
He bcc/v c 
Di cz A 

11>3 ds "jdj 


Udi Latin alphabet table from a 1934 book 


In 1974, a Udi alphabet based on the Cyri ll ic 
alphabet was compiled by V. L. Gukasyan. The 
alphabet in his Udi-Azerbaijani-Russian 
Dictionary is as follows: A a. At at. At at, B 6, 

B B, r r, Tt rt. Ft rt, /I, ,zi„ /I,>k fl>K, /I,3 ^3, E e, ^ >k, 1^1 >kI, 3 3, H h, H h, K k, K K, KI kI, Kt 

Kt, JI a, M M, H H, O 0 , Ot ot, n n, Eli nl, P p, C c, T x, TI xl, Y y Yt, Yt, O (|), X x, Xt xt, D, p, U,' p', 
U,I pi, ^ u, ’d' u', ’dl ul, ’dt ut. III m, ml ml, BI ti. This alphabet was also used in the 1996 collection 
Nana occal (Hana outaa). 


In the mid-1990s, a new Latin-based Udi alphabet was created in Azerbaijan. A primer and two collections of 
works by Georgy Kechaari were published using it and it was also used for educational purposes in the village 
of Nic. The alphabet is as follows:'^^^^ 





A a 

Bb Cc Q q Dd Ee 

30 Ff Gg 

Gg 

H h 

Xx 

1 1 i i K K J j K k 

Q q LI Mm 

N n 

0 0 

O 0 

Pp Rr Ss §§ Tt 

U u U u Vv 

Yy 

Z z 


141 E-b 

Pi Xu 




Ti ti d'h au Kh ku 

§1 §1 

Ou du 

gi Qi 


i\\ 615 

pi XU 




Zi U 15 O 15 





C c Ji ji 

iu iu Dz dz 



Q-b 

ZI UId OId 




In 2007 in Astrakhan, Vladimir Dabakovym published a collection of Udi folklore with a Latin-based alphabet 
as follows: A a, A a, 3 0, B b, C c, C c, g, (^' g', C c, C c, D d, E e, E e, F f, G g, G g, H h, I r, I i, I r, J j, J 

],Kk, K' k', 

L 1 , M m, N n, 0 0 , 0 6 , 0 6 , P p, P' p', Q q, Q' q', R r, S s, S s. S' s', S s, § §, 

T t, T't'. 

U u, ti ii. 

U ii, V V, X X, Y y, Z z, Z z. 




In 2013 in Russia, an Udi primer, Nanay muz (HanaH iviya), was pubhshed with a GyrlUic-based alphabet, a 
modified version of the one used by V. L. Gukasyan in the Udi-Azerbaijani-Russian Dictionary. The alphabet 

is as follows: 

.[21] 





Ah 

Tb 

A3 

A>K 

A a 

Ab ab B 6 B B r r 

r-br-b Afl 




ai5 

rb 

A3 

A>K 

A>K-b 

>Kl5 

l/lu 




Ee>K>K 33 1 /Im 

l7l M Kk 

K' K' 

Ku KU 

A>K-b 

>Kl5 

HU 




0 

0 

□' 



n n 

Mm H h 0 0 

n n P p 

Cc 

Tt 


Ob OI 5 

n' 





T' r 

yy 

Yb 

Y'b yb 

0 dp 

Xx 

X-b 


14 ' M H M-b 



yb 




X^b 


14 ' 415 


M’-b 


LU-b 



3-b 

H3 


M' H' 

H’-b 

LU LU 

LUId 

bl bi 

33 

3-b 

\o 

9 ] R 


See also 

■ Languages of the Caucasus 
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